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Agra where he got ammunitions from the fort, and also some
new ordnance as the large cannon he had brought from Delhi
were all defective at the breach. He had a force of 83200
horse and 2,500 foot with him under the command of Muqim
Khan, Sa'adat Khan5 Bakhatawar Khan, and Allah Yar
Khan. At Gwalior Muhammad Khan Bangash received a
letter from Amiru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah directing him
to proceed to Malwa by forced marches in order to check the
advance of the Marathas near the river Narbada. When
Muhammad Khan Bangash reached Sadhaurah in December,
1730, in the direction of Ujjain, he received an urgent letter
from Nizamu'1-Mulk, congratulating him on his appointment
to the Subedari of Malwa and asking him for an interview in
order to organise concerted measures against the growing power
of the Marathas and their expansion in the Mughal terri-
tories. Nizamu'1-Mulk urged him to meet somewhere on the
Narbada, which he had already crossed, to quell down a local
revolt. Nizamu'1-Mulk thought that such an opportunity
might not recur as he seldom visited that part of the province.
To this Muhammad Khan replied that he would do his best
to meet him at the earliest possible moment and wrote to
say that he would gladly co-operate with Nizamu'1-Mulk in
any attempt to expel the Marathas from the Imperial domi-
nions. Accepting Nizamu'l-Mulk's proposal, Muhammad
Khan Bangash added that as the Marathas, at the instiga-
tion of Raja Jai Singh and the Zemindars of Malwa,
intended ravaging the whole of that province, he trusted
that Nizamu'l-Mulk would stop them at the ferries on the
Narbada.1
Muhammad Khan Bangash reached Sarangpur on the 15th
ing in Malwa, opened correspondence -with Chattarsal in order to present a
united front to the Imperialists. The Maratha contingents joined Ghattarsal at
a time when Muhammad Khan Bangash was quite unprepared to meet them,
relying on the promise of Ghattarsal never to take up arms against the Imperial
representative in Bundelkhand. Muhammad Khan was surrounded in the hilly
country of Ajhnar. His supplies were cut off. For two months he had to undergo
great privation when his son Qaim Khan came to his rescue. Muhammad Khan
Bangash made a sortie and was again besieged at Jaipur. At length by the
bravery of his tribesmen he managed to extricate himself and reached Delhi.
After the death of Daya Bahadur he was offered the Subedari of Malwa by the
Emperor, which he accepted (Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1878;
Ma'athWl-Umara, vol. Ill, pp. 771-74).
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